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General

 New Territories Exempted Houses (NTEH) 
(“新界豁免管制屋宇”) refer to those village 
houses which are designed and constructed 
in compliance with the exemption criteria in 
respect of height, storeys, roofed-over areas, 
etc. as stipulated in the Buildings Ordinance 
(Application to the New Territories) Ordinance 
(B(ATNT)O) 《建築物條例(新界適用)條例》.

 NTEH within exemption criteria are exempted from certain provisions 
of the Buildings Ordinance (Cap.123) and its subsidiary regulations.

 That is to say, no prior approval & consent (BO s.14) and issuance of 
occupation permit (BO s.21) is required from the Building Authority.

New Territories Exempted Houses

For details, refer to s.7 of Buildings Ordinance (Application to the New Territories) Ordinance (Cap. 121) 3



 3 storeys
 65.03m2 in roofed-over area (R.O.A)
 8.23 m in height

Building Works

 Under the B(ATNT)O (Cap.121), 
Certificate of Exemption (CoE) will be 
issued when NTEH meeting the following 
exemption criteria / conditions:-

New Territories Exempted Houses

For details, refer to s.2 & Schedule of Buildings Ordinance (Application to the New Territories) Ordinance (Cap.121) and 
“Buildings New Territories Exempted Houses” published by Lands Department

Contributed to 
roofed-over area

(R.O.A)
(有蓋面積)

Roofed-over area excludes:-
balcony + canopy
(Provided: <1.22m in projection + 
same side)
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New Territories Exempted Houses
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 LegCo Paper on 28 June 2011 outlined the Enhanced Enforcement 
Strategy against UBWs in NTEH.

 The strategy is founded on the following 4 key principles:-

 safeguarding building and public safety 
(保障建築及公眾安全)

 acting in accordance with the law 
(依法辦事)

 categorization for control and management 
(分類規管)

 prioritisation for progressive enforcement 
(按序處理)

Enhanced Enforcement Strategy against UBWs in NTEH

For details, refer to “Village Houses without unauthorized building works put your mind at ease” 6



(1)  To maintain Existing Practice

 The Buildings Department (BD) will take immediate enforcement 
action against the following UBWs:-
 constituting obvious hazard or imminent danger to life or property
 under construction (work-in-progress) or newly-erected

For details, refer to “Village Houses without unauthorized building works put your mind at ease”

Enhanced Enforcement Strategy against UBWs in NTEH

(2)  To focus on The First Round Targets

 Enforcement actions against the existing 
UBWs  will be taken in a way of Large Scale 
Operation against the UBWs falling into the 
First Round Targets which:-
 constitute serious contravention of the law
 pose higher potential risks to building safety
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(3)  Launching Reporting Scheme for UBWs (僭建物申報計劃)

 The BD launched a Reporting Scheme for the following existing UBWs 
in NTEH :-

 constituting less serious contravention of the law
 posing lower potential risks to building safety

 The Reporting Scheme commenced on 1 April 
2012 and ended on 31 December 2012. 

 Owner is required to arrange the safety 
inspection of the reported UBWs 
acknowledged by the BD every 5 years and 
submit safety certification to the BD.to the BD. 
very 5 years and submit safety 
certifications to the BD.  

For details, refer to “Guideline on the Reporting Form for Existing UBWs in NTEH”

Enhanced Enforcement Strategy against UBWs in NTEH

 Those UBWs eligible to join the Reporting Scheme should:-
 be completed before 28 June 2011
 not be categorized as 1st Round Targets
 has no enforcement action taken by the BD 

before this date
 be related to buildings as NTEH
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 Some specified Green and Amenity Facilities can be allowed to stay or 
install any time without the need to seek permission from Lands 
Department or Buildings Department.

Examples include:-

Metal supporting rack 
for A/C unit with 
projection <750mm 

Canopy with projection 
<750mm

Green and Amenity Facilities in NTEH

Small size antenna, 
television dish antenna

9For details, refer to “Village Houses without unauthorized building works put your mind at ease”



Requirements for PV Systems that may be installed on 
the roof or roof of the stairhood in NTEH

The Chief Executive’s 2018 Policy Address 
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Requirements for PV Systems that may be installed on 
the roof or roof of the stairhood in NTEH

System on roof of stairhood
 The system including its supporting 

structure should not be higher than 1.5m 
measured from the level of the roof of 
the stairhood.  

 The average loading imposed should not 
exceed 75kg/m2. 

 It should not project more than 750mm 
from the edge of the roof.... 

System on roof
 The system including its supporting 

structure should not be higher than 
2.5m measured from the roof level. 

 The average loading imposed should 
not exceed 150kg/m2. 

 It should not project more than 750mm 
from the external wall. 

 For system arranged in the form of 
continuous spread covering, its 
coverage (only the coverage area 
within the building is accounted) 
should not be more than half of the 
roofed-over area of the NTEH.

 For system arranged in clusters, each 
cluster should have coverage of not 
more than 5m2 (only the coverage 
area within the building is accounted) 
and should be separated from each 
other by not less than 1m.
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Requirements for PV Systems that may be installed on 
the roof or roof of the stairhood in NTEH

Common Requirements
 The roof on which the system would be 

installed should be cleared of all UBWs 
including those acknowledged by BD under 
the Reporting Scheme for UBWs in NTEH

 The space underneath the system should not 
be enclosed .̂

 The system should be properly installed and 
should not adversely affect the structural 
safety of the building. 

 For system exceeding 1.5m high measured 
from the roof level, it should be certified by 
an Authorized Person registered under the 
Buildings Ordinance for submission of a 
safety certificate+ to Lands Department for 
record. 

 Such facilities should not be installed on the 
canopy.

^ If the space is enclosed, BD will take enforcement action under the Buildings Ordinance.
+ The safety certificate (Form C/PVS) is available at Lands Department and all N.T. District Lands Offices. It can 
also be downloaded from Lands Department's website (http://www.landsd.gov.hk/).

Form C/PVS
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Requirements for PV Systems that may be installed on the roof or 
roof of the stairhood in NTEH

+ The safety certificate (Form C/PVS) is available at Lands Department and all N.T. District Lands Offices. It can 
also be downloaded from Lands Department's website (http://www.landsd.gov.hk/).

Form C/PVS
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“Village Houses without 
unauthorised building works 
put your mind at ease” 

http://www.bd.gov.hk/

“Building New Territories 
Exempted Houses” 

http://www.landsd.gov.hk/

Publications
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Thank You

多謝
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